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or whose name has hardly been mentioned 
in the preliminary canvass at all. As the mo- 
tives of fear, of fealty, or of self-interest, 
which prompt men actively engaged in the 


The convention is certain to be a remark- 
able one in composition, if notin conduct. 
It will inelude the Vice-President and a 
Senator of the United States, a former Gov 
ernor of.the State, a veteran politician who 
has made and unmade both Governors 
and Senators, half a dozen members 
of Congress, State .Senators and As- 
semblymen past and present in large 
numbers, and a more than, usual proportion 
of representative men who are not above 
assuming their share of the burden of polit- 
ical work without expecting from it either 
salary or honor. It is hardly conceivabl e 
that such a body should be under the 
thumb of any leader however po- 
tent, hardly probable that it should 
mest merely to register a previously 
arranged caucus programme. In fact, it is 
not at all likely that any party leader, how- 
ever arrogant, should attempt to dictate the 
policy of such @ convention, even though 
there should be urgent personal reasons for 
giving the State and the country at large 
some unmistakable intimation that his 
power has suffered no diminution. 
There is oa time to be truculent 
and atime to be timid, and at least ene 
popular leader in the Republican Party of 
the State of New-York has shown that he 
can accommodate himself to the necessity 
of choosing either réle. 

In the heat of the contest for the chief 
place on the ticket, it is greatly to be 
hoped that the nominations for the subordi- 
nate offices will not be made either 
heedlessly or as the result of a compromise 
between personal ambitions. It will need 
a-ticket of exceptional strength to se- 
cure 3 Republican majority in New-York 
this year, be the Democratic divisions 
what they may and let the strength of the 
Greenback vote be greatly beyond feason- 
able anticipation. How tittle is to be ex- 
pected from a Tammany. bolt may be 
inferred from the weak, and verbose 
protest which Ketty and his friends 
have against the © re- 
nomination of Gov. Rosuwox, How 
baseless is the reliance upon a repetition of 
the Greenback secession from the Demo- 
eratic ranks which gave the Republicans a 
plurality last year may be inferred from the 
information gleaned by our’special corre- 
spondent at Utica last night. TheSaratoga 
nominations must be such as will bring out 
more than the average Republican vote or 
the party is beaten in advance. 

These nominations must be sustained by 
a platform which will be less exclusively. 
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the long run the result would be to the gen- 
eral benefit. 

Now we see a few meon—wielding the prop- 
erty of thousands of stockholders, who prac- 
tieally have no control over it, and swaying 
more or less the business interests of great 
cities, and through them of the whole coun- 
try—trying to eliminate the principle of com- 
petition and parcel eut by agreement, or by 
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good condition for public travel. The right 
of the general public to pass back and forth 
along a sidewalk is a it cons 


that it was not the duty of the City to, keep 
its {streets and sidewalks @ safe play- 


cut-throat contests in management, the | 


more is entitled to, and how business shall 
be distributed in order to give to each com- 
bination or corporation a more or less arbi- 
trary quota of profits. If they cannot. -se- 
cure this end by agreement; as they never 
can for any great length of time, they.re- 
sort toa struggle of underbidding, regard- 
less of temporary loss, in the hope of per- 
manent gain. First and last this isa losing 
policy for somebody ; but of course the waste 
is ultimately made up for the corporations at 
the expense of the general public. The ex- 
cuse for special rates for transportation, by 
which one person or one place is favored at 
the expense of another, is that competition 
must be met, that is to say, suppressed. 

One line cuts down to ruinous rates for a 
time to secure business, in the expectation 
of larger profits in the long run. Then the 
rival cuts down still lower to hold or {in- 
crease its business, determined to make up 
the loss by and by. Ordinary business 
principles are disregarded. Charges * are 
made with no reference to the amount of 
capital employed in the business, or the 
expense of carrying it on, or a specific and 
continuous profit that shall be simply a le- 
gitimate return for outlay and service, but 
with an eye to securing a certain volume of 
business and a general income that shall 
cover all loss, waste, and extravagance, and 
meetthe ends which the managers set up 
for themselves. The price of coal is bol- 
stered up by artificial devices, and the dif-’ 
ferent companies combine to do nothing for 
@ while, as more profitable than activity, in- 
stead of letting the facilities for mining 
and transportation adjust themselves to the 
requirements of the market. 

The result is an industrial and commer- 
cial chaos in the large interests which 
these corporations either control or in- 
fluence. But it is easier to recognize this 
than to suggest a way out of it. The sub- 
ject is complicated and difficult, and it may 
be doubted whether. it is possible to bring 
the principle of natural competition into 
play while corporations are constituted and 
controlled as they are at present. One 
company, managed by a small clique con- 
trolled, perhaps, by a single mind, adopts a 
certain sourse, Its rivals are forced to 


State co-opetation is practically impossi- 
ble, and local ambitions and interests are 
likely to intervene to prodace a new form 


| of rivalry—through discriminating legal en- 


actments—as as that which 
springs from the contentions of the corpo- 
ration kings themselves. The problem 

ons + in dimensions with 


past the counter, had been injured, be could 
have complained. But parents who let 
their little child stray away into streets to 
play could not hold the City responsi- 
ble for casualties. A unique case illustrat- 
ing this rule that sidewalks are primarily 
for travel occurred in « village in Essex 
County, in this State. The real grievance 
which gave rise to the lawsuit was that 
the defendant stood outside the plaintiff's 
house, upon the sidewalk, and scolded him 
through the front windows, calling him names 
and abusing him violently. But one person 
cannot very well sue another for calling him 
names to his face; therefore, the ingenious 
lawyer whom the householder consulted sued 


front of the house was taken for a sidewalk, 
to enable persons peaceably to pass and re- 
pass. Instead of doing that, defendant 
stood still five minutes, vituperating. While 
so engaged he was not using the sidewalk 
for the lawful purpose, but was a tres- 
passer. And he was adjudged to pay $20. 
The court, moreover, said that a strolling 
musician who stops before houses of 
people who own the land under the street, 
and object to street music, and plays and 
sings after he has been ordered off, isa 
trespasser ; the public right in the street is 
to go back and forth. Odd as this case is, 
it can be matched by one in North Carolina. 
A householder, whose wife lay sick, was an- 
noyed by rowdies who paraded back and 
forth in front of his house, dancing, singing, 


and cursing. He warned them off, and'they: 


only did worse. Then he had them arrested 
for trespass, and the court adjudged them 
guilty. 

Skids, put up, fora few moments af a 
time, to assist in rolling barrels from 4 cart 
into.a store, are a lawful use of the. side- 
walk ; at least, so the court in Portland de- 
cided. Commercial-street, in Portland, has 
a railroad track along it, and ome day a 
merehant had a carload of flour Brought 
in front of his door, and his men began to 
unload it by means of skids. A team came 
along the street, and the driver wanted to 
pass, but the skids were in his way. . The 
men who were unloading the flour would 
not take down the skids, and he drove 
against them and knocked them down. The 
vehiclés is a part of the legitimate use of 
the street for trayel, and, where skids are 
the most expeditious and convenient mode 
of doing this, merchants have the right to 
use them, provided they do not occupy the 
sidewalk unreasonably long. 

Crowding a sidewalk brought about an 


| odd laweuit in Wisconsin, The: law-6f, the 


town was that the sidewalk should be four- 
free of all obstructions. A. shop-keeper 
erected a lemonade stand in front of his 
store-door. It was made. within 
the inner four feet; did not obtrude on the 
ten-foot strip at all. But his lemonade was 
so popular as to keep a little erowd of pur- 
chasers waiting in front of the stand, and, 


| as these occupied the ten-foot strip and hin- 


dered people from passing, the town officers 
ordered the to remove the stand. 
He refused: They undertook to make him, 
and there was quite a little fight. The court 


| desided in favor of the stand-owner. 


“THE LAW OF THE SIDEWALK. 
A decision just rendered by Judge Van 
Vorer, of the Supreme Court, may proba- 
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MR. TILDEN’S rire haar 
Mr. Crrus W. Fretp is atill fall of fiery 
indignation against Mr, Samvat J, Tr.pmy. 
Itis now nearly three weeks since the anger 
of Mr. Purp was publicly kindled, but the 
soft answers of Mr. T1LpEn have fs to 
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days, and without the least fatigue. He is 
also as good as he is great. He labors, not 
to make money orto dine with English no- 
blemen, but solely for the good of mankind. 
In this respect there is a close resemblance 
among all the members of the Frz.p family. 
Mr. Duper Frewp practices law solely in or- 
der to help the widow and the fatherless, and 
Mr. Huxry M. FPreip conducts a religious 
paper with the sole purpose of enlightening 
the ignorant and wicked as to the existence 
and attributes of; Fimup. Moreover, Mr. 
Craus W. Frei is as modest as he is great, 
Nothing makes him more unhappy than to 
see his name mentioned in the newspapers 
or to be compelled to dine with an English 
nobleman. What can possibly be the na- 
tare of the offense which has aroused in the 
breast of such a man the anger which Mr. 
TrLDEN has notoriously excited ? 

There are those. who pretend that Mr. 
Crrus W. Fizip wishes to injure Mr. Tm- 
DEX in public estimation, so that his 
brother,- Justice Franp, of the Supreme 
Court, may receive the Democratic nomina- 
tion for the Presidency instead of Mr. Tn- 
pen. Every one who knows the true char- 
acter of Mr. Fretp will repel this insinua- 
tion with scorn. Is it conceivable that he 
is selfish, faithless, and unprincipled? Un- 
less he is all of these, it is impossible that 
he should have tried to injure Mr. Trupzn, 
by falsely charging him with the commission 
of some vague but crime. The 
man must be hopelessly depraved who could 
harbor such a thought of Mr. Firip for s 
moment, and it is painful to think that so 
vile a wretch exists. 

Persons who have carefully weighed the 
remarks made by Mr. Fizip and Mr, TinpEN 
during the last. three weeks are inclined to 
believe that the latter’s crime is blasphemy. 
As is well known to all the believers in Mr. 
Frsxp, blasphemy consists either in a denial 
of the being or attributes of Mr. Fiz.p, or in 
a display of any want of reverence for him. 
No one, of course, in this enlightened land 
denies Mr. Freip’s existence, but there are 
depraved and reckless men who do not 
hesitate to speak of him with irreverence 
and even—horrible as it may seem—with 


reckless, he is a man who sometimes speaks 
irreverently, especially after dinner. Let us 
suppose that Mr. Ticpzn, having reason to 
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ber of centuries. This great and usefal public work 
has, however, been neglected. In many parts the 
water is so shallow that in making a voyage through 
it it is no uncommon thing for a large boat to have 
smaller boats in tow, in which a portion of the cargo 
can be placed when it becomes necessary to cross 
one of these impediments. An English engineer, 
Mr, Mornison, has recently made « survey'of the 


officers, who will follow the methods of their fore 
tathers‘rather than the advice of a foreign engineer. 
Oo 


The report of the committee that was appoint- 
ed shortly after the Prinvess Alice disaster to inquire 
into the rules governing navigation on the Thames 
Raver shows how uncertain the management of that 
great water-way has hitherto been. Five differént 
bodies exercise jurisdiction of oae kind or another 
over the river, although, as a matter of fact, one of 
them, the Watermen’s Company, possesses privileges 
whieh, if exercised, would almost completely debar 
the others in the use of their authority, This com- 
pany. is one of ‘the old guilds, and by its charter can 
claim the right to exclude from navigating the river 
vessels of every description that are not manned by 
members of the society, or by persons licensed sby 
them, A prastical enforcement of this right would 
deprive London of her entire foreign commerce, 
though, as the Watermen well understand, such a 
procedure on their part would result very quickly in 
the complete demolition of their company. In loeal 
traffie they do exercise their authority, and therefore 
all the steamers and barges that ply from place to 
place on the river are manned by crews in some de- 


origin, and to it are due the somewhat imperfect 
rules of the road that have in the past been followed 
by steamers and the efforts that have from time 
to time been made to keep the channel in good order. 
But in consequences of uncertain authority the regu- 
lations it has preseribed have not been observed, and 
the organization, for the same reason, has not cared 
to insist upon their fulfillment. When it is said that 
more than 90,000 sea-going vessels pass up and 
down the Thames River in a year, besides an innu- 
merable number of river craft, it will be seen that 


believe that Mr. Freip intended to‘secretly | general 


sell out his elevated railroad stock, deter- 
mined to sell his own first, and, having 
done so, remarked to his broker: *‘ Cyrus 
is sly, but there are weasels that he can’t 
cateh asleep.” Such a remark would be to 
the last degree blasphemous. It would at- 
tribute “slyness” to the straightforward, 
honest, and plain-dealing Mr. Freip, and 
it would also imply that there are things 
which he is not able to do. If Mr. Titpzx 
made such a remark, we can understand 
why Mr. Fimup’s anger against him is hot 
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